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THE PRIMATtY AND TIIE ROANOKE
CO\'VKNTIO.\.

A'careful perusal of the oplnlons of
tho press of the Stato concernlng the
prlmary lias led us to tho concluslon
that tho great prepondernnee of sentl-
ment ls In favor of tho retentton of
ttio present prlmary plnn, wlth amend-
Tnents. The amendment suggested most
urgontly ls the nbnljtlon of tho assess-

ment upon candldates for tho cost of
the prlmary. There seems, however, to
be a plontlful lack of suRgostlons ns to
the best mode of abollshlng this fea-
ture.

It appear9 to us that thero are only
three ways ln whlch tho nssessmont
mlght bo dlspensed wlth: Tho expense
of tho, prlmary mlght bo borne by tho
countles and cltles; or persons mlght
volunteer to act as Judges and clerks
of electlons, aa in South Caroltna, to

prepare coploa ,of tho reglstratlon
books, to prlnt the ballots, and do
all othcr work connected wlth the

prlmary without charge; or tho ex-

7>enso might be pald out 6f party funds
collected for the purpose.

Tho first plan 'can only bo put Into
effect by the Legislature, nnd nelthor
the second nor tho thlrd plan can be

positively provlded for by the conven-

tlon. Party funds are~ frequently
available for tho purposo of carrylng
o. general electlon against an oppos-
Ing party, but lt has never been tho

cuetoin to collect funds to be used by
the party In nomlnating Its candldates.
To bo sure. the wholo party ls lnter-
csted ln havlng proper nomlnatlons
made. and it would be a splondld thlng
lf the members of the party would eon-

trlbute to the expense of maklng the
nomlnatlons. but lt would certalnty
not be wlthln the provlnce of any

Stato conventlon to roqulro that they
ehould do so. Llkewlso, lt is hlghly
desirable that patrlotlc gentlemen
ehould give tho tlme and labor neces¬

sary to holding tho primary without

charge, and in somo localities such free

service has boen occasionally rondercd:
but lt ls more than doubtful whether
puch would ever be tho caso generally.
Undoubtedly no Stato conventlon could

ever make such a demand upon the
servlces of Its members wlth any as-

Burance that its suggesiion would be

mado effectlve.

The P.oanoko conventlon,, however,
mlght recommend that the party au¬

thorltles make an effort to secure the

free servlces of judges. clerks and

others, and also sollcit general sub¬

scrlptlons to pay those who will not
Berve without chargo before calllng
upon the candldates to make up the

deflcler.cy.
In our oplnlon the conventlon should

go further and demand the enactment

by the t^gtslatuke at Us next session

of a statute legalizlng prlmary elec¬
tlons and provldlng for the payment
of tho cost by the countles and cltles.

As th9 offlcers elected to sorvc the

people are, as a rule, first nomlnated

fcy a party, the wholo people, ns well

as tho party, have an Interest ln the

xnaking of proper nomlnatlons. Tlio

Constitutlonal Conventlon, whlch was

largely Democratic, put thla clause Into

j the haw Constltutlon:
"Sectlon 86. The General Assefnbly

«hall enact such laws as are necessary

end proper for the purpose of securlng
tho regularity and purlty ot general,
local and primary electlons, and pre-

I ventlng and punlshlng any corr'upt
practlcea in connection therewlth."
As to general and local electlons,

complete and speclnc provlslon has

been made, but, ns we have horetoforo

pointed out. thero has been no effec¬

tlve provlslon mado for securlng the

regularity and purlty of primary elec-

itlons. The Roanoko conventlon should

go on record as demandlng that the

Legislature should carry out ln letter

end spirit this mandate of the Constl¬

tutlon.

CONSOI.IOATION IN CITY GOYEKN-
SIK.NT.

For two years The Times-Dispatch
has besn urging tho Councll to con-

lolldate the ofnceaof City Englneer and

Puperlntendent of Water Workn. At

last our Euggestlon has been adopted
by the Councll Committee on Charter,
Ordlnante and Reform, and we con-

gratulate the committee upon its wlse
course. It ls_common knowledge that
the clty has wasted thousands of dol¬
lars becauso there waa no organiziid
co-operatlcn betweon the Knglneerlng
and Water Departments. By maklns
Mr. Bolllng tno head of both dopurt-
ments this wa:-te run be done away
with, and a notable advance towards a

! proper admlnimratlon of clty affalrs
will be made. With competent subor-
dinates these two departments can be

'] run under one head botter than they
wer« orlglnally run under two, and the
Clty will save the wasie and double
wwk which were practt. uiy unavoid-
»blf» under the other e> fetern. Tho more

j t.hat the Councll can centrallza the
l worK Ot the varloua dt-partrr.ftnts ol

-i *Sii» c}ty under- oompetent )mx&a and

cllmlnnto tho lntorferonca of commlt-
tens, tho better wlll It bo for tho tnx-
payera and fnr tlio rommunlty,

rnnspKnous vihoinia.
Anotlicf llluotrallon of tho tindevol-

oped wealth of Virginia ls brought
out In a special lotter ln 'to-dny'n In¬
dustrial sectlon from Ch.ise City, ln
Mecklenburg county. What wero sup¬
posed to be worn-out lnnds of the rlch
county of Mecklenburg, under tho mnn-
nfirement of men who know how to
conduct nnd toko good enre of stnnll
fnrms, nro produelng ln nbundnnce cot¬
ton, tobaceo, grnsses, clover, wheat,
corn ancl vegetnblna that aro tho rnw
ninterlal for lndustrles ln nnd around
Charo Clty.
Tho development has only i com-

menced, for In fnct it seems that the
penplo have Just found out that they
hnve wealth to develop. Chnso Clty Is
thrlvlng" because It cannot help from
building up wlth such a productlve
far'mlng country and so much tlmborcd
land around lt. Wngon factorles, spoke
and handlo factorles, box and barrel
factorles, a furnlturo fnetory, a can-

nery, and, of course, the tobaceo In¬
terest, are all flourlshlng there; but
the ambltlous town Is not yft satlsfled.
It lnvltcs and offers Inducements to
more woodworklng enterprlses nnd also
to creamerles, cotton mllls and roller
mtllfi to grlnci tho graln that grows
luxurlantly withln a clrcle of ten miles
around tho town'.
Old Virginia Is Just beglnnlng to find

out that Bhe Is rlch.

nOOSRVF,T,T VS. IIO.VYPAKTE.
What constltutes a vlolatlon of the

Shormnn antl-trust law hns not been
found easy of determinatlon, though lt
has been held by somo authorltles that
the favor of Presldent. Roosevelt Is a

har to prosecutlon' under the statute.
Under thls Interpretatlon, so the Infor-
» k
niatlon comes from Washington, the
New York, Now Haven and Hartford
Rallrond Corripariy belleved that its con¬

trol of other railroads and trolley llnes
vhroughout New England was not an

infrnctlon of tho law. But Attornsy-
General Charles J. Bonapnrte has shat-
tered thls bellef by brlnglng sult on

the part of the government to test'the
legallty of this monopoly of transpor-
tatlon.
The Presldent ls sald to havo been

both surprlsed and ycxed at this step
of the Attorney-General, and at
stormy meeting of the Cabinet, held
lmmedlately afterward, consented to

the lnstltutlon of the sult only upon
Mr. Bonaparte"s threat to reslgn un-

less It was allowed to stand.
The ultlmate declslon of the merits

of the case now resta wlth the courts.
What Is of present interest ls tho dls-
closure of dissenslon ln what has here-
toforo been regarded as a well dlsei-
plineci and harmonlous admtnlstratlon.
Tha Presldenfa glvlng way and Mr.

Bonaparte's firmnes3 aro equally sur-

prislng; yet from both developments
hopeful auguries can be drawn. They
are: That Mr. Roosevelt*s wlll ls not

the law ot the land, and that there are

men with the courage and power to

lmpress thls sometlmes forgotten fact

upon hlm.

ATHLETICS AXD LIFE'S PRIZES.
The last chance that Eustaco Miles

had for regalnlng hls title as tlie

champion court tennls playor went

gllmmerlng yesterday, when ho was.
agaln defeated by young Jay Gould in
the flnals for the Olympic champlon-
ship. At tho conelusion of the precert-
ing match Eustace Miles eald: "To
beat hlm one would have to devoto
one's whole life to tennls."

So far young Gould has dono
nothlng else. Hls father was ablo
to bulld him a court for this
game, which is a matter Involvin?
thousands of dollars, and ftirnlsh .hlm
wlth the best teachers to he had. From
hls earllest boyhood young Jay Gould
was tralned ancl tauglit to play thls
difticult game, and now at the age of
eighteen he Is world'a champion, and
ho deserves the pralse that comes from

having struggled up to a very hlgh
posltlon In the world of eports.
But what will ho do wlth lt? If he

ls a man he wlll recognlze that tennis
ls but a training for the confllct of
life, and that athletlcs are valuable
only so far as they make the body
strong to serve anM the heart brave
to onduro. No man can be happy as

an athletlc champion alone. Tho re¬

cords of all tho great prlzo flghters,
baseball players, jockeys, oarsmen and
all-round athlote* become llghter
than vanlty when compared wlth the
nttalnmcnts of such n man as Robert
.Louis Stevenson, who, desplte hls

physlcal weakness, kept up a brave
heart ond wrote for the encouragement
and dellght of the world almost untll
the day of hls death.
What athlete that ever ran, except

perhaps Pheidtppldes, tho brlnger of
tlie news of the glorlous vlctory at
Marnthon, ever had nuch deserved re-

nov/n as Kato Douglass, who thrust her
.woman's nnn through the door to
save her klng, or Wnlter Reed, who
dled to prove the truth that yellow
fever was transmitted by mosqultoea?
Young Gould ls doubtless a physlcal
wonclpr, ond should be justly glad of
hls advantagea, but the world haa been
made great and beautiful and pure by
men who spend moro tlme doveloping
thelr hearta and thelr heads than
thelr arms nncl thelr legs.

"THE I,AMl* AND 'I'llE I.IGHT."
(Selected for Tlie Times-DIspatch.)
"Wo hnve, also, a more sure word

ot prophecy; wpereunto ye do well,
that ye take heed, as unto a llght
that shlneth ln a dark place, untll tho
day Uawn. and tho clay-star arlso ln
your heaits.".2 Peter 1. 19.
A prophet Is one who speaks by

God's commission ln God's behalf.' Each
prophet brought soine message from
God. And whether that rnessage took
the form of rc-rnonstrance or encour¬

agement, of promlso or warnlng, of
explanatlon at the past, reproof of tho
present, or revelatlon of the future, ln
all cases -alike lt was a. constltuent
part of "the prophetlo word." lt
form* oao .jaortlon ot tb« iraolo of that

Insplrcd iitternnee; by whlch "God In
tlmes pnst spnke unto tho fathers by
the pi-ophets."
"Tho prophe'tlc word" Is quite a dlf¬

ferent term from that whlch ln applled
In Scrlpture to ChrlBt Hlmself. It' Is
a "llght".or rnther, a lnmp shlnlng
In a dnrk (mnrky or sqtinlld) plnce,
Not the llght of day, nor the llght of
tho sun, but tlio, lnmp, whlch Is Its
substitute durlng the hours of twlltght
nnd dnrkness. So It was wlth the
prophets generally^ Their lnmp Is to
polnt tho way to Chrlst Hlmself, tho
true Dlght.
Tho flrst comlng of Chrlst dld not

cln9e the work of the Old Teatament
Scrlptures. Wrltlng many years aftef
thnt flrst comlng, Peter urgos them
"to take heod" to the prophctlc word.
He flxes a llmlt (but not a pnst llmlt)
to tho use of the Holy Scrlptures.
"untll tho day dawn and the day-star
arise in your henrtB." TIU Chrlst Is
found thore, till Hls brlght llght is
seen and fett wlthln; tlll the heart
rests nnd Is satlsfled ln .the revelatlon
dC Chrlst. Has this day dawned,and
the day-star arlsen In your heart?
When we would begln to deflne m-

Bplratlon we are lost In many per-
plexlng questi6ns. Wo may easlly loso
ourselves in the bypaths whlcrT-dl-
verge on tho one slda and the other
of the plain hlghway of truth. The
Blble Hes' unread, whlle men quarrel
over it; nnd when it is next opened
it Is not. as an'oracle of God, but as
a thlng solled, spolled and desecrated
by a treatment most opposito to its
origln nnd purpose.
Suspend all these questlons untll you

really know and love your Blble; untll
by its help the "day dawns and tho
day-star nrlsa in your heart" Let us
resolve (every one of us) not to slt
in Judgment upon that Word whlch is
to Judge us, but rather, let it r*veal
itself untll It leads us Into the paths
of peace.
YVe are told plalnly our duty of giv¬

ing heed to Ho]y Scrlpture. Perhaps
we lmnglno that we do. In the days
of educatlon lt was our text-book: In
our public servlce we hear it read;
on God's holy day most famllles have
it open. What lack, we yet? But If
we never tako the palns to read it
for ourself? If we count lt alone of
all books to .need no patlent study?
What lf we think we already know
it all and never bend our knees ln
meditatlon over lt to that God who
caused it to be wrltten by holy men
of old for our learnlng? Them that
honor not His Word, God doth not
honor.
Nono will deny that there are pecu-

liar dlfflculties ln the way of this
study. Impatlence and sloth, as well
as the archenemy,.all .comblne to keep
us from lt. And. therefore. so many
live practically without a Blble.
And yet "to whom else shall we

go"? Who, save Chrlst, even pro-
fesses to have for us the "words of
eternal llfo"?

It ls "a lamp Ehlning In a dark
place." Such is this- world "of ours,
full of phantorris and shadows, of
nlghtly dreams and waking vislons;
ao empty of solid Joys, of heart-deep
comforts, of permanent satisfaction.

God's Word is a lamp, not the sun,
nor the brlght noon; not even the real
and sober dawn. It ls a lamp, and by
ts ald we pore over the map of llfe,
and try to prepare ourselves for the
future. By Its ald we study our¬
selves; see in example what we are;
see ln precept what we ought to be;
see in warning what we ought to
shun; see in. promlse what we must
desire. It teaches us, most of all, the
character pf God, the work of Chrlst
and the offlce of the Holy Splrit.
We are thankful for the lamp and

the llght it affords, but to continue
to live by candlelight were but half
of a belng. The lamp shlnea on in our
dark places "until".

"Until the day dawn, and tha day-
star rlse ln our hearts."
When He that shall come ls come,

and no longer tarries, then shall the
lamp fade away of Itself before the
brightness of Hls presence. and He
who has spoken to us in His word
shall reveal Himself face to face in
glory.

"Home is a magnificent place," saysthe Washlngton Horakl. We extend
commlseratlons to our unhappy con-
temporary. The homes of Royal Rich¬
mond aro invariably homelike places,without magnifloence, and are there¬
fore far more popular with husbands
than any club, lodge or sick frlend
that over happened.

"It's terrible to gamble when youlose," says the Philadelphia Ledger.
Also It is terrible to lose when you
gamble. In fact, loslng ls apt to have
an element of painfulness about it
whethor you gamble or not.

Congress ls golng to adjourn soon,
whlch will give .loe Cnnnon a chance to
retire to hls llttle Danviile home and
make up tho United States of America's
bunch of laws for 1908-'O9.

Before Secretary Taft goes further
ln hls endeavors to land a four-year
Job ln Washlngton, would It not be
advlsable for hlm to flnd out whether
he llkos the town?

Tliat French artlst who c_ut up $100,-
000 worth of hls own pictures mlght
have earned the undylng gratltude of
Amerlca lf he had explalned hls polnt
of view, In timo and convinclngly, to
Evelyn Thaw.

Mr, Wu, bo the Houston Post tells
us, malntalns that "a good man oboys
hls wlfe." Why not blue-pencll tho
"good," Mr. Wu?

"There Is no fool llke an old foot," is
an excellent maxlm ln Its way, but lt
appears that Mae C. Wood has got hold
of the wrong way..

We euppose there ls a regular rule
ln tho Koyatone State that the bank-
Jooters aro jto have what tho old-llna
grafters leave.

Excellent as they are of their klnd,
tho Btraw votes of Old Virginia are
not to be compared wlth her .Incom-
parable Btraw berrlas,

The coal aupply of the world la
good for only 200 yeart more, but tha
Ice bitla will run, on forever*

Rhymes for To-Day
THE LAND OK TTII5 MIIWIOHT SO\.
TO JUDGI5 from nll tho evldenco

t thnt comes to nn oulsldor
I'd ra-thor be most .n.nythlng

than be nn old nlghtrlder.
One of that nueer nnd blttor buiinh

that work wlth tnr and fenthern,
And.beat old d/imcs ond murdor klds

ln ovbry sort of weathers.

To thrnsh'a young nnd pretty glrl, to
allco a llttle bnby,

To burn one's own grnndpn.such
thlngs. would stnrt mo blushlng,
maybej

To deprodatc, nssnsslnate, to slaughtor
and to arson

Would not at nll sult T.lttlo Me.tho
young embryo paVsopI

I
lt I ntghtrodo through all the dark

and stnggored home, nnd morn¬
lng,

What could I sny to wlfle, then*?.oh,
how apponso her scornlng? ¦>

What would I hnve to thlnk about,
whlle waltlng Morpheus* hovers?

What would grlm Consclenco scroam nt
me.crouchod thoro boneath. the
covers?

I
I've'packed nway my traln of thought,

I've bocked lt on a sldtng;
Whatever else I do or don't 1*11 novor

go nlghtridlng.
Nor will men nlghtrldo after me, for

1*11 stay hero.how lucky!,.
I'd rather dlne on chlps ln Va. than

"bread ln old Kontucky."
H. S. H.

, MERELY JOKING.

Absorbed 'Em All.
Roommate: "What ls thls card In your

hat?"
Hls Roommate: "Why, thnt waa (hlc)

the wlne list, but now (hlc) lt's my table
of contents.".Yale Record. .

Nothlng Crooked. .*.«*;
He wna holdlng down the parlor tofa

whlle ahe was dolng a piano atunt.
"Why la It that you play only reltgloua

plecea?" he querled. \
"Well, you see, thla Ia an upright piano,"

sha explalned..Chlcago News.

The Dear Glrls.
"I hear you are golng to marry Charley."
"Ves; he aaked me last evening."
"Let me congratulate you. Charley Is al!

rletht. Ha Is one ot the nlcest fcllowa I
was ever engaged to.".Nashvllle Amerlcan.

Chicago Cultlratlon.
Mra. Lakealde: "Oh. yes, aoma of those

r.arrow-mlnded excluslve Eastern people say
that Chlcago lan't culttvatod."
Mr. Lakealde: "Humph! All the clty Ia

excopt the south part, and that's too marehy.
Tho land aln't worth cultlvatln'.*'.Town
and Country.
In For a Long Stay.
Shoemakor's boy to collego student, an>

grtly): "Father told me I should not leava
hero tlll I collccted thn bill for your ahoc'."

Student: "What ls tho matter, kld?
Have you got a vacatlon?".Fllegendu
Blaetter.

L'ndoubtedly.
"Dolan." aald Mr. Rafferty, as ho lookod

up at tho clty post-offlce, "what does them
letters 'MDCCCXCVir mean?"
"They mean 'elghteen hundred and nlnety-

aeven.' "

"Dolan," came tho query after a thought-
fu! pauae, "don't yez thlnk they're over-
doln' thla apellln' reform a blt?".Washlns-
tor. Star..

RE.MARK8 FROM THE PARAGRAFHERS.

THE more suits of clothes a rr.an noeds
to make aa ImpresslSn on the world
tho moro hls famlly wlshes some of

tham. were bralna..New Vork Presa.

If lt ls true that Mr. Carnegle haa takcn
t.-i writlng poetry ho must b» in earnost
about war.tlng to die poor..Toledo BlaJe.

Matt Quay's body lles moldorlng ln the
grcund. but hls soul is marching on..
Rtchester Herald.

. . .

Undertakers aro glvlng away clgara aa an
Inducement to pui*crtase cofflna. A aure'r
way to promoto trade would bo to substltute
clgarettes..St. Loula Poat-Dlspatch.

Looklns.back over tha carecr of the pres¬
ent Congress. we can't say that lt furnlshes
an unanswcrable argument in favor ot high¬
er salarles..Washington Herald.

Tho Presldent ls having somo dlfficulty ln
persuadlng the Senate that he ls to the
army what Speaker Cannon ls to Congress..
Eoston Globe.

The man who aold the flrst rallway tlcket
In thls country dled the other day In
Rochester, N. H. Thls forclbly recalls the
fact that a scanty seventy years covers the
vr.olo alstory of ratlroadlng ln the Unlted
States. Presumably tho lato tlcket seller
was also the flrst rallway offlctal to be ask¬
ed what time the next traln leaves..Cleva-
Itnd Plaln Dealer.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

The song of the blrd was orlglnally a cry
of alarm.
"Watchmakers* oll Is from tho Jawbone of

tho porpolse.
Red-halred persons ara. usually Impulslvo

and outspoken.
In tha course of a month a caterplllar

wlll eat food welghlng 6,000 tlmes the
welght of Ub body.
At present Braill leads ln the world's

prod-uctlon. and tha Unlted States ln tho
world's consumptlon, of cocoa.

John W. Gates sued John E. Madden, thu
turfman, at Now York, for money alleged
to ba dtio on a stock deal, and brought an
angry reply from Madden, ln whlch he sald
Gates ls "broke."
Klng Alfonso ls Ukely to meet Emperor

Wllllam of Germany when ha vlslts the Bal-
eorlo Isles In connectlon wlth the comlng
celebratlons. It Is asserted that a German
dlplomat ls now nt Palma making arrange-
ments for the meeting.
Edward Guerr, who drove a. horsa nttacli-

ed to a buggy over a rallroad trestle 150
feet above tho Cuyahoga. Rlver, ln Ohlo, tho
horsa trottlng over a plank a foot wlde, wue
arrested on a charge of lunacy,
At Hartford Clty, Ind., Henry Goddard

found {250 ln notes ln a.shoe_ that was sent
to hlm to be repalred. Tha owner of thc
shoe, Mrs. Jnmes Parker, dlstrustlng banks,
had put tho money ln tho shoe and forgottcn
all about It. ,

Joaoph E. Ralph, the new head of thc
National Bureau of Engravlng and Printlng,
was born ln Allegheny Clty, Pa., in 1863.
Hls early life, however, was spent in Illlnols
and he tlnlshed hls education In tha law de¬
partment of the Georgetown University.
George Dovldson, a nlneteen-year-old New

York artlst, haa recelved unoxampled rccog-
nltlon. He hns had several plctures hung al
the reeent exhlbltlon at tho National Aead-
emy of Design. Ho !s a natlve Russlan. anc
was brought to thls country at the ago oi
ten.
Whllo services were belng held In thc

Flrst Unlted Presbyterlan Church at Belle-
fontalne, O., tho congrogntlon was alarmec
by the tolllng of tho bell. An eleptrlca
storm was iu progress, and the bell had heer
rung by a slroke o£ llghtning.

In Germany lf a doctor la wanted Budden,
ly In the nlght, Instead of flylng round ln f
cab or rushlng wlldly from house to house
ono goes to the nearest emergency statlon
and tetches one of the several doctors wfl<
a»e always on' nlght duty ln thoir turn.
A Kentuokj: negro earna double wages d.

a hodcaxrler because ho la able to do th<
work of two men. Ha carrtes from forlj
to fifty brlcks at a tlme. He places tht
brlcks upon a board, whlch he balances upoi
hls head aa. ha cllmbs to tho top of hlgl
bulldlngs. rr

"Murso" Henry as o Brncer.
Henry Watterson ls out ln anothei

"To your tents. O Israel," edltorial
whioh he opens wlth tlie oplnlon thai
all the Domocrats need to do to wlr
the next presldentlal electlon ls tc
qult thelr blckerlng, to close ranks.tc
move onward and move forward, noi
backward. Ha wants Democracy tc
brace up and have some style ahou1
lt. If anybody ls competent to mlx £
bracor for Democracy lt ls certatnlj
Marse Henry:.Chattanooga Star.

Cremntlou.
Crematlon in thls country is almosl

wholly conflned to persons of some Jn-
tellectual dlstinctlon. Tho average clt-
iaen ls atlll held ln the^fetters of cus;
tom, ln whlch aontlment has taken rooi
bo deeply as to make it hard to eradi.
eate. Thls ls doubtless the oxplanatlor.
of the f»ot that crematlon bo far, nai
falled to becomo.»opulur..-BrltUU Med>
Ical Journal.

STATE PRESS
Ounrf'l I>c|iof.|fnr«.

Virglnla Is very much In need of n. law
snfegunrdlng the doposltors In State bnnkn,
but tho need will not bn trte.t hy creatlng:*fitntn bank oxnmlner. Thn offeetlvn thlng to
dr would he tn pnss n. Inw putllng proper
prrsonril r»spoiislblIlfv upon the offlcers nnd
dlrectors nnd stockholders of tho Btnto
hnnks, nnd requlrln* nt thn bnnkn' expenso
regular nxamlnntlons by enrtlfled public nc-
countnnts, who shnll report dlrectly to tlio
Stntn Corpornllon Commlsslnn. Had tho
Messrn. Boudnr examlned tho accounts of
lho Boydton Bnnk slx months or more ngo
nmT reported lo tho Corporntlon Commlsslon,
miloh lors mlght hnvn henn prnvented. No
new polttlrnl nff|r0 Is needert, Thore Is ft
better wny..Norfolk Landmnrk.

Klng* Truo.
Mr. Olnss's reply to the thfent to nssnllhls prlvntn character ls strong, mnnly nnd

practlr.nl.Just such, a reply ns tho publlohns n. right to expect from a mnn who stnnds
for nll thnt Is good nnd honornblo In publicllfe. Thoro Is no qulbbllng. no spflttlnghnlrs; ha blds tho Courler go nhend nnd n«-
sall, and declares thrU hn does not want
public trust If hls record ns a prlvnte cltlsen
li not what lt should be..Newport News
Press,

A I.nrge Order,
Thero ls nothing- small about tho Rkh-
iond NewTl I.ondcr so far ns tho guborna-torlnl nomlnntlon Is concerned, for ln Its ls-

buo of yesterday thnt paper edltorinily In-
dorsed munrt for Oovernor nnd censurvd
Mnnn. It nlso ndvised that Mr. H. St.
George Tunker nnd Mr. Duko wlthdraw, nnd
lauded Repre.sentntlva Olnss. PoBslbly tho
News Lend»r would do away wlth thn Ktnte
prlmnry nnd-make tho nomlnatlon itself!
Alexnndrla Gaxcttc.

Wlthln Our Tneome.
Llvlng bevond their Income may bo glven

as tho cause of tho rlownfall of perhaps as
n:nny men nnd fnmllles ns any ono thlnf.I*. Is a modern tendency whlch ls spreadlnga» an alnrmlng rale, ospeclally In the cltles,towns nnd vlllages. Thn words prlnted at
thn head of this artirle should bn tho motto
of every married couplo that beglns llfe
together..AmhcrBt Progress.
Clalm It All.
Whlle tho stimmnr rrtonths ara at hand let

everythlng possible bn dono to Improve thn
highways of the grand old 8tnt« ln whlch
wo live. it ls ensy to say that Vlrginla leadsnll <*>th«r Ptntes |n fertllo Inndi. puro wnter
superb cllmatn nnd a noble cIhsb of peopl?!Ln'. us ndd thnt of good ronds n» an advan¬
tage, and the result will prove to be worth
moro than It costs..Cllfton Forgo Revlaw.
From Certnln Sources.

If Vlrginla Democrats want Bryan noml-nat«rt they should lnstruct Tor hlm. If hi
cnnnot bo nomlnated, then thn delegatesmlght bo left to exercise their own sweetnllls. and enjoy tho "mnnhood and Indepen-d«-nro" of whlch we. henr so much fromcertain sources..Salera Tlmes-Reglster.
Klnd of Boomerang.
Thn Richmond nowspapers nrn perslstlngIn a course that means the nomlnatlon nndelectlon of Willlam Hodgcs Mnnn as Oover¬

nor next year. They are dolng this by their
premature. unjuit and unfalr nttacks uponhim..Danviile Bee.

t'ooks Wlth- n Lnnre.
In settlng this linen to unhorsa BenatetDaniel at the Boanoke conventlon, DelegatoThomas, of Lynchburg, Is apparcr.tly pre-pnrlng for hlmself a large size dlsh of crownnd chagrln..Petersburg Index-Appeal.

Voice of the People
Mr. BryunVi Poyularlty.

Edltor of Tho Times-Dispatch.
Sir,.I doubt if any editorlal has ap-

Peared In your paper that has glven
the same degree of pleasure to a very
large majorlty or your subscrlbers aa
the one ln the Issue of May 21st; head-
ed "Mr. Bryan's Popularlty." Tho
Times-Dispatch ls recognlzed as tho
leadlng nowspaper ln Virglnla, and
would be vad by thousands moro than
lt ls now but for Its hostility to Mr.
tsryan, ana the general bellef that it
will not support Mr. Bryan should he
eet the nomination. In'Southwest Vir¬
ginia almost every county has a Re¬
publlcan paper. This class of papers
copy largely from The Times-Dispatch,
and the prejudlce is great agalnst your
paper, and lots of harm ls done bylt. Especially la this so in Southwest
Virginia. The rollglous and ternper-
ance papors are largely clrculated ln
the country. They all have some good
to say about Mr. Bryan occaslonally.
There ls no doubtlng the fact that
people are gettlng more temperate, and
are readlng more rellglous matter than
they used to, and men of the character
of Mr. Bryan have more Influence than
was tho case years ago, and many
men will vote for men llke Mr. Bryan
trom prlnclple. Whlle In the cltles ed-
ucated prejudlce will prevent some
men from votlng for Mr. Bryan,
that will cut a comparatlvely small
tlgure compared to the class of men
who will vote for Mr. Bryan ln prefer¬
ence to any other man. The Interna-
tlonal Sunday School Quarterly and
lesson oapera, whlch go Into almost
every home ln the United States. gave
Mr. Bryan more notoriety than" he
could- have galned from any other
source some months ago ln comment-
Ing in tho lesson on temporance on Mr.
fciryan's to.ist ln Tokyo, Japan, when he
responded to the toast wlth water, In¬
stead of wlne, "To the Japanese Navy."
I'nis artlcle spoke bf what an effect
it had on all present. and the good
lt had done for mtsslonary and tem¬
porance work ln Japan. This artlcle
was read by milllons of people. Thero
Is no doubt about Mr, Bryan belnjr the
most popular rnan ln the woridT and
'Ehould Mri Bryan be nomlnated and
beaten by Influence of such papers as
The Times-Dispatch, New York World.
Charleston News nnd Courler, and'such
so-called Democratic papers, lt will
mean the end of Democracy. No man
ncod run In 1912 as a Democrat and
expect to be elected. Now ls Democra-
cy's last chance. Do you really not
think so? J. R. VENABLE.
Marlon, Va., May 22, 1!)08.

Juvenlle Court.
Edltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:

.Slr,.May I ask a llttle space ln The
Times-Dispatch to volce the earnest
nopo that your espousal of tho Juve¬
nlle court may hear frult ln the near
future? Every day that seea the boys
of your clty without such protectlon
as such a court affords will add to
Klchmond's burdens In added costs of
prosecutlon and, worst of all, grave ln-
jnstlce to the boy. I plead for the
protectlon the boy of the street de-
mands at Ihe hands of the State. It
ls a vory large questlon.In fact, there
ls nothing so Important ns the proper
handllng of boys whoso envlronment ls
so full of perll to hls future wolfnro,
but whlch may bo so well tmproved
by a court ontlrely glven to this causo.
Vou are to be congratulated on the po¬
sltlon you have tnken, Mr. Edltor, and
Kichmond, nlso, that she has at last
come to a full reallzatlon of her duty
toward tho unfortunate boy. Prohi¬
bition of the sale of ardent splrlts ls
a great questlon; Y. M. C. A. bulldlnf.
ls good, but I contend thnt the one
bttrnLng questlon o£.tho hour.ls "What
can be done for the boy of the street?'"

DOUIS L. FARHAM.
Norf,olk, Va,,'May"22, 1D08."

.^-*
Black FIng.

From London a scheme' is reported
for publlshlng an Engllsh daily news-
paper. the chlef featuro of whlch will
be an ahsoluto deflance of the Ubel
laws. Tho paper la to be prlnted ln
Bolglum or France and mnlled to Eng-
HhJi subscrlbers. lf tho Post-Offlco De-
partment refuse to clrculate the pa¬
per ,ln wrnppers, coples will be en-
cloeed ln envelopes. Maybo tha plan
will work, but-it will be strange If the

. government doos not flnd a way for
j blocklpg lt..Buffalo Courler.

A 2,000-A'cnr-Old Ceremony.
The domlntiting elemont ln the Jew-

lsh calondar for eome woeks- to come
ls the oountlng of the Omer. A cere¬
mony Intlmately assoclated wlth the
land of Palestlne and.. wlth the tem-
ple servlce, lt has been nothing more
than a mere hlstorla reflectlon Blnoe
the days of the temple; that, is to say,
roughly upeaking, for olose upon 2,000
years. But lt has held Its flrm place
ln the Jewlsh rltual, and) Inevltably
there have cliiBtered around lt asso-
ciatlons eomewhat dlfferent from Us
orlginal purpoae,,.Jewjah Chronlole,

Don't Wait Until You Are Older I
To open a Bank Account wlth tho Merchanta National
Bank. Do It NOW. Can you tmnglno the dlsappolnt-
ment of tho man who has put off. savlng untll slck-
ness or mlsfortuno calla for ready cash7

An accolint wlth thls strong banklng lnstltutlon
wlll bo a rellablo frlend, ever ready In tlmo of need.

8 Pcr Cent. i.itrrrst Pnld on ftnvlngM Arrnnnt«v Coniponndcd Soml-
Annriiilly from Dute nf Dcposlt.

The MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK
1101 BAST MAIN 8TREBT, Iur:ilM»M>, VA.

Capital, $200,000.00 Surpl'us, 830,000.00
Deposltarr ot thn Vulte.il Stuloii, Stnto nf Vlrgfnla and Clty of Rlcbmond.

"Safest for Savings."

"Down Hill to Portland"
BY FHEDEUIC J. UASKIN.

Portland.
The people of thls falr Rose Clty

arcwenthuslastic Btudents of goography.
Tho stranger soon flnds that whlle the
converBatlon may begln wlth tlie wcath-
er or the roses, lt always ends ln
geography."U'a down hill to Portland
rrom everywhere." The population of
Portland Is 94 per cent. purely Amerl¬
can, Whlcli Is suld to bo a higher pro-
portlon than any other American clty
can show. Another slgnitlcaut pecu-
llarlty Is that lt ls malntalned almost
entlrely by local capital, thero belng
only threo bulldlngs among tho larger
commerclnd structures of the entlre
clty tfiat were n-t bullt by homo
money. Whlle these and other dls-
tlnctlve polnts are always brought out
durlng; the process of Inoculatlng the
stranger wlth admlratlon for thls am-
bitlous metropolls, the llttle lecture
on geography la always the argumen-
tatlve ace of trumps.no matter where
you come from "It's down hill all tlie
way to Portland."
Not long ago a parson from Balti¬

more. was taklng a llttlo Jaunt through
tho West, and dropped off at Portland
to look over the town. Of course, ha
had not been there but a few hours un¬
tll he encountored the usual monologue
on geography. Hls attentlon was call-
ed to the fact that owlng to the lay
ot the land everythlng that breaks Its
moorlngs ln these parts naturally rolls
rlght down hill Into the lap ot Port¬
land. The reverend gentleman took
klndly to .the ldea: ln fact, he wrote
a plece for the paper ln whlch he polnt-
ed out that Portland's topographlcal
posltlon was.almost ldentlcal wlth thrja.
of New York. He made such a strong
case In showlng the elmilarlty that It
soemed the only way the peopie of tho
Western clty could escape becomlng a
second Qotham would be to chango the
face of nature. Thls clever blt of
municlpal palm-readlng made such a
hlt In Portland that the Chamber of
Commerce gave the parson a prUo of
a thousand dollars. He said ln part:"Portland Is remarkably llke New
York ln several partlculars. It lles on
the shores of the Willamette Rlver,
Just above Its confluenco wlth the Co¬
lumbla Tho great tonguo of land be¬
tween tho Willamette and the Colum¬
bla, runnlng down to a nolnt at thelr
intersectlon, ls strlklngly liKe Man¬
hattan Island. On the west bank of
the Willamette, representlnpr Brook¬
lyn, now stands the buslnoss centre
of Portland. Across the rlver. on thls
saeond Manhattan, Is East Portland,
spreadlng every dav outward and
downward untll It will flnally reach
the Columbla and face the clty of Van-
couver. now restlng on the northernslde of' that rlver In the same rela-tive posltlon whlch Jersey Clty sus-talns to New York.

"Portland Js already n notable port.
.*e U3 tho only fr°sh water port ontne Paclflc, and fresh water ls a strongadvantage to a port. as the water it-self cleans the vessels from barna-cies and other foulness, therebv sav-Ing much tlme, labor and expenso.ihe government ls now building lettiesdown the Columbla. and making othermprovements whlch wlll glve Port¬land a clean waterway of forty feetout to the Paclflc. The Columbla andW Ulamette are both navigable al¬ready far above Portland, and thusshe has ono of the natural advantageswhlch has made New York supreme.namely, a flno waterway, both in and
"But Portland has also the othergreat advantage whlch New York hasenjoyod.a most favorable topographl¬cal sltuatlon. SIxty-flve years ago NewYork began Its great change Into a?i£ ?.&. At that tlmo Albany wasflourlshing. A rallroad was plannedto go down the Hudson from Albany,but the papers. thinking that Newvork was to always bo slmply a gang-plank to Albany, ridlculed the under-tak ng as foollsh. The rallroad wasbullt, however and its terminus hasn«Yf.beS?n]a the peatest clty in theUnlted States. "Why? slmply becauselt had a fine port and was a naturalSateway that was down grado from
"Commerce ln our country breaksaway from the great dlvldlng wall.the Rocky Mountalns, and flows eastand west along the llnea of least re-slstance. Apart from the MisslsslpplValley in the east, It moves prevalling-Jh.!J!on,s.Khe,r"!le of tne Great Lakes.through the Mohawk Valley to the val¬ley of the Hudson and down that rlver

» *I,,6W YoL1L' He»ce the New Yorkof to-day. The trafflc could not go toBoston without crosslng the Catskllls,nor could lt go to Phlladelphla with¬out oxpensive grades, so lt went toNew lork along the line of least re-sistance. Now Portland has preclselytnis same advantage.lt Is down hillfrom everywhere.
"Take a topographlcal man of North

America and draw a llne from lowerCallfornla to Mt. St. Elias, ln Alaska.and you wlll find that your llne fol¬lows a natural depresslon betweenmountaln ranges. about a hnndredmiles back from the coast In Oregon.Now draw another llne at rlght angleaeast and west, followlng the courseof the Columbla Rlver, the only navi¬
gable stream that breaks through thelnland mountaln .walls. Thls llne wlllalso follow a natural deprosslon wlth
a gradual descent from near Lewiston,Iclaho, to the mouth of the Columbla.
Now Portland Is sltuated 1ust at the
polnt whero your north and south and
east and west llnes cross each other.She has, therefore, down grade rola-
tlonshlp to her lmmense supportlngterrltory. ' ."-'.'.
"The country trlbutary to Portland

ls the final conslderatlon whlch guar-antees her future supremacy. Thls
terrltory embraces all of Oregon, Idaho,
n part of Northern Callfornla, East-
ern Washington. and Western Montana.
Its slze may bn .better understood when
we say that lt oqualstn area tho convblned States of Malne, New Hampshlre
V«rmont, Rhode Island, Conneotlcut,
Massachus'etts, New' York, lowa, ln-
dlana and South Carollna. Even the
arld portlons of tho: vast reglon are
belng rapldly devoloped by Irrlgatlon.
nnd Its future rldres and greatness
can scarcely bo Imaglned."

Tf that paraon ever gets tlred ol
preachlng he wlll make a flne real
estate ngent. But ho had a good sub-
,1ect to explolt,, The State of Oregon
alono has more arable land than there
Isln Japan, yet lt has only 600,000 ln-
'mbltants. The torrltory known as
tho Columbla Rlver Basin has the
natural wealth to support 25,000,000
people, but up to thls tlme tho consiu
takers have been unnble to report the
tlrst mllllon of population. Fully hall
of thls prospectlve emplre ls capable
of cultlvatlon for wheat, frult and
othor crops, It ls sald that thls basjn
must be clepended upon to supply most
of the wheat for all the population ol
the Paclflo Coast. between Alaska and
Patagonla.
The present mllllng .capacity of thi?

graln belt Is 35,0*00 barrels of flour s
day. durlng ten months of the year,
The mllls ara cjosed two months dur¬
lng tha summer to make repalra an<!
because ot the noarolty, of wheai, x\

present half of the wheat grown lt
tho terrltory is ground Into flour an^
the other half shlpped abroad ao wheat<
Two-thlrds of tho grain that Is ex'
ported goeB to Asla. It Is said tha(tho export trade in wheat has alreadjf
reached Its maxlmtim bocauso the peo<plo who come ln to ralso wheat alsc
consurno It. The annual lncrease ii,
acrcnge Is now about 15 per cent.
Oregon has ono-stxth of the stand<

Ing timber of the United States. irf
*r*ortland the forestry bulldlng of th3
kewla and Clark Exposltlon has beetj
prcserved as a perinanc-n.t exhlblt lu
a park maintaincd by the clty. Itt
logs would cut over a mtlllon feet o{lumber. They ,vere brought trom tho
forests wlth their bark Intact. and
many of them welghed between fort^and flfty tons aplece. Slxty-four oi
them form a grand colonnade two hun-
dred feet !n length and aeventy-flve ijf,helght. Slxty-soven varlotleu of Ore¬
gon woods aro on dlsplay, Including
tno Paclflc yow, from whlch tho choio-
est bows aro mado for archery club.i
all over the contlnent; mountaln nin-
nogany, which makes such a hot flrn
that a few stlck3 of lt will melt an
ordinary stove. and tho chlttem bark,
from whlch tho cascara of rnodlclne \a
mado. A flr flagfltaff in front of th«
rorestry bulldlng Ia l'Jt feet hlgh. and
showa what klnd of stlcks Oregongrows to make maats for the shlpplnrfof the world.
Portland ts the greatest lumber porCIn the world. Ita saw mllls annuall/cut. about 650,000,000 feot of lumbef

whlch goes to Ausiralla, the Phlllp-iplnes, China and other parts of tha
world. When the lumber market li
normal It Ia said tho saw mllls oi
Portland earn a profit of J4.000 a day.
Tne manager of one of the blg localhrms, ln hls testlmony before the Inter->
state Commerce Commlssion. stated
tnat hls concern had earned a mllllondollars ln flve years. The investment
ln timber lands, mllls, railways and
equipment ln tho terrltory trlbutary
to Portland doubtlesa amounts to 550,-
UU0.000. The notable featuro of thla
sectlon is that the .trees will cut 50.-000 feet to the acre, whlle less than
10,000 feet ls the rule elsewhere. Somo
idea of the magnltude of our homo
market may be had from the state¬
ment that less than 10 per cent. of the
product of tho Poruand mllls ls for
export. Experts estlmate that lt will
be from flfteen to flfty years before

Ithls great supply is exhausted.fiftv
years lf used ut the presen* rate of
consumptlon, and flfteen If the supplvshould be exhausted elsewhcre and thla
zone become the sole dc-pendunce of
the general market.

Dalrying has developed Into tnm
most Important purely productivo In¬
dustry In Oregon. Its products last
year belng valued' at $17,000,000. Idc-al
cllmatlc conditions which permlt of
paBturlng throughout almost the en-
tire year, freedom from storms so that
cows are outdoors Instead of belng
conllned ln barns all wlnter, and th*
excellent water of Ore»ron. have glven
the cream and Its products an excell-
once and rlchness to be found In no
other part of the United States. Many
of Oregon's dalrymen are from Switzer-?
land.
Portland has become famous as tha

Kose Clty because lt produces the most
beautiful rosos ln the world, even sur-
passing thOEe of the celebrated Eng-
Hsh gardens. The sclentlflc culture o{
theso flowers Is oarrled to such an
extent that durlng the helght of sum¬
mer the choicest speclmens are pro-
tected wlth Japanese umbrellas so
their. dellcate tlnts will not bo lmpalred.
The only time ln the year when tho
people of Portland forget their geo-
graphy ls durlng the "rose carnlval Irt
June. According to an old story. the
two men who selected the slte for Port¬
land had a dlspute over namlng lt.
One of thom was from Maine and the
other from Massachusetts. , One want-
ed to call It Portland and the othcr
Boston. They tossed pennies and tha
man from Maine won. He made a mls-
take ln calllng It Portland. It should
have been named Rosemary.that's
for remembrance.

(Copyrlght, 190S, by Frederic J.
Haskln.)

. . .

To-morrow.Japanese in San Fran*
cisco.

FIIi-m nnd Mosqullpes.
The siiburban householder Is notvt

engaged In taklng down hls storm wln-
dows and puttlng up his Venetiarf
bllnds, preparlng to let In thn warm
alrs ot summer and iceep out the glaro
of tho sun. It ls happlly comlng to be
more and more recognlzed that an Im¬
portant part of the Bpring attlre of tha
house ls the installatlon of wlndow
screons for the excluslon of flles and
other lnsects. a study of statlstlca
showa a rap'Id r(se In the morbldlty ot
Infectlous febrile dlseases coincldent
with the advent of the fly and
the mosqulto, and the householder who
adequately protects hls house agalnst
the vlslts of these llttle pests goes a,
long way toward Insurlng hlmself and
his famlly agalnst theso Infectlous dls¬
eases. The mosqulto-is so obnoxlous
for Its lmmedlato effect, the annoyanca
of Its song and of Us,'stlng, that much
moro effort Is put forth to destroy lt
or to protect the householder from.
its effects than ls oxerted for the pur¬
pose of rlddlng tho house of the fly.

Whlle the mosqulto ls tho bearer bt
at least two speclflc Infectlous diseasei;,
malarial fever and yellow fever, tho
fly Is known to be. mechanlcally tha
.bearor 'of a wlde varlety of Infectlous
dlseases, one of the .most dnngerous i»C
whlch ls typhold fever. It Is qulta
probable that many ot the cases ol!
typhold fever the orlgln of whlch "can¬
not be traced aro due to lnfectlon
through tho agency of flles, and tha
housekeepor who keeps her house free
from these pests confors a double ben-
efit on her household ln promotlng1
cleanliness and tho health of Its. mem-«
bera..New York Medical Journal.

Keeping tlic MIhhuiii-I la Its Iled.
"There ls only one part of,the MIs-.

sourl River that resnmbles the NIIo 'ln
Egypt, but unlllce that river Its over-
flow Is not welcomed by tho' farmers1,'*
said L. G. Hncknoy, of Welllngton, Mo,
"For many years fnrmers ln my coun¬
try have attempted to ralse crops ln
tha MIbsoui-I River bottoms, and ln
some cases theyhave succeedod In get-
tlng crops raised and harvested, but
many'more tlmes they have raised good
crops only to see thom waahed. away.
Many plans were considered. and dls-
oussed for overoomlng the tlow of wa¬
ter, and flnally lt was "declded to nssesa
those direotly Interested and wlfTi, tho
fund raised to bulltl a -hlgh wall that
would hold back the water. Tho money
was collected and the oontraot let, and
now work hns been begun on the con-
structlon of the wall. It will be about
a mlle In length and flfty feot hlgh.
jt 1b to be about flfty feet wlde At
the base and about twonty feet across
at the top. Thero Is perhaps no other
Buoh wall alojig this river, and farmera
aro confldent th.at It.wJll prove a good
investment. Tha land' to be thua pro-<|
teoted ia verv rich and Droductlve,**.?
Washlngton Post, 'i,


